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Estimating the technical efficiency for the
backward integration of tapiocacropinTamil Nadu

B S. KOMARAVEL AND RVENKATRAM

SUMMARY : This paper attempts to estimate the technical efficiency for the production tapioca (Manihot
esculenta) in Tamil Nadu. Indiarecords 9th place among the areaand production of tapiocaintheworld. InIndia,
major tapioca cultivating states are Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh. There are different value added
productsfrom tapiocain Indialike starch, sago, wafers, animal feed etc. In case of technical efficiency, the variables
such ashuman labor, machine power, fertilizers and planting material (sets) werefound to be significantly influencing
theyield in both theirrigated and rainfed conditions. Theanimal power was found to besignificantly influencing the
yield only among rainfed farmers. The overall technical efficiency ratingswere higher in irrigated farms compared
torainfed farms.
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